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for being apart from his family. Sheepherding, hunting and trading
trips, and journeys for salt all take the father away from home for
short or long periods. In addition, increasing numbers of Navahos
in young adult life and early middle age work for white men on the
railroad, on various jobs for the government, and even in distant
cities such as Los Angeles and Kansas City. Often circumstances
necessitate leaving the family at home. Whatever the father's occu-
pation, he is expected to pay his own mother's family repeated and
sometimes protracted visits.
Even when the father is at home most of the time, he does not
perform all of the functions associated with fatherhood in white
society. While he certainly does act as instructor and even as a dis-
ciplinarian, he tends much more to be an affectionate and playful
companion than a stern parent. In the more conservative sections
of Navaho society much of the "disciplinary" task is taken over by
the mother's brothers and also the grandparents. Thus the training
and affection expected from a white father are parceled out among
a large number of male relatives rather than concentrated in a single
person.
The same pattern holds among brothers and sisters. In an extended
family group the child may well have not merely three or four but
fifteen or more persons whom he calls "my older brother." And the
Navaho child calls not one but a number of women "my mother."
Once the worst emotional shock of the weaning process is over, the
mother's sisters often become almost completely adequate substitutes
for the real mother. Indeed there are cases where it appears that a
young man or woman actually feels closer to one of these secondary
mothers. Navaho mothers are sometimes a trifle stern with their
own children but feel freer to indulge their sisters* children.
What does all this mean in terms of the dynamics of personal
relations? It means that the Navaho child's emotional energy tends
to be spread over a much wider surface than is the case with white
children. He is not likely to have the same degree of intense emo-
tional investment in a very few persons. Naturally, the reverse is
equally true. The mother is devoted to her own children, but her
feeling toward them grades off almost imperceptibly into that for
her sisters' children. Her eggs are not all in one basket, emotionally
speaking. Hence she is less likely than the white mother to be pos-
sessive and to demand that loyalties be centered completely upon